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CONFIDENTIAL DAKAR 841 1 
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TAGS: PDEV, SG, CA 

SUBJECT: QUEBEC MINISTER VISITS SENEGAL 
REF DAKAR 7999, QUEBEC 470 

1 . SUMMARY: QUEBECOIS MINISTER OF INTER-GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS MORIN VISITED SENEGAL DEC. 18-20. PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING CALL ON PRESIDENT SENGHOR) WAS ARRANGED WITHOUT 
KNOWLEDGE OF CANADIAN EMBASSY. HOWEVER. CANADIANS LEARNED 
BY ACCIDENT OF PLANS AND SUCCESSFULLY INSISTED ON BEING 
INVOLVED IN ALL EVENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. QUEBEC MINISTER FOR INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS CLAUDE 
MORIN DEPARTED SENEGAL EARLY DEC. 20 AFTER TWO-DAY VISIT 
ENROUTE HOME FROM ABIDJAN MEETING OF FRANCOPHONE AGENCY 
FOR CULTURAL AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION. 

3. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR ASSELIN TOLD ME THAT MORIN HAD 
TRIED TO SNEAK INTO SENEGAL BEHIND HIS BACK, BUT HE HAD 
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GOTTEN WIND OF VISIT IN ADVANCE, INFORMED OTTAWA. AND 
RECEIVED FIRM INSTRUCTIONS THAT CANADIAN EMBASSY BE 
INVOLVED IN ALL OF MORIN S ACTIVITIES. ASSELIN CALLED 
ON PRIME MINISTER DIOUF, WHO TOLD HIM THAT MORIN HAD 
APPOINTMENT WITH SENGHOR FOR 8:30 A.M. DECEMBER 19 
(WHICH HAD BEEN GRANTED WITHOUT CONSULTING OR EVEN 
INFORMING CANADIAN EMBASSY). ASSELIN TOLD PRIME MINISTER 
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THAT OTTAWA FELT VERY STRONGLY ABOUT THE ISSUE. DIOUF 
RESPONDED QUICKLY BY ISSUING INSTRUCTIONS THAT ASSELIN 
WAS TO BE IN OFFICIAL GREETING PARTY AT AIRPORT. AND 
WAS TO ACCOMPANY MORIN TO ALL APPOINTMENTS, INCLUDING 
AUDIENCE WITH SENGHOR. 

4. CANADIAN EMBOFFS ATTACHED THEMSELVES FIRMLY TO MEMBERS 
OF MORIN S PARTY WHO CAME TO DAKAR COMMERCIALLY ON 
DECEMBER 17. MORIN HIMSELF ARRIVED NEXT DAY IN STYLE 
ABOARD PRESIDENTIAL AIRCRAFT AS GUEST OF SENEGALESE 
MINISTER OF CULTURE ALIOUNE SENE, WHO WAS ALSO 
RETURNING FROM ABIDJAN. HOWEVER, DUE TO CONFUSION OVER 
CHANGE IN SCHEDULE, SENEGALESE WELCOMING PARTY 
FAILED TO MEET PLANE. AND ONLY CANADIAN EMBASSY PERSONNEL 
WERE AT AIRPORT TO GREET ARRIVING QUEBEC MINISTER. 
CANADIANS TELL US THAT. THROUGHOUT REMAINDER OF VISIT, 

BOTH QUEBECOIS DELEGATION AND SENEGALESE FULLY RESPECTED 
EMBASSY'S DESIRE TO BE INVOLVED IN ALL EVENTS. 

CANADIANS' ONLY GRIEVANCE IS THAT OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF SENGHOR S MEETING WITH QUEBEC MINISTER 
CARRIED BY PRESS AND RADIO/TV POINTEDLY FAILED TO 
MENTION THAT MORIN WAS ACCOMPANIED BY CANADIAN 
AMBASSADOR. FYI: MORIN DEEPLY IMPRESSED CANADIAN EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL-AT LEAST THOSE OF FRENCH EXTRACTION- WITH HIS 
ABILITY AND EFFECTIVENESS. 
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